The ATLAS Collaboration A search is performed for a long-lived particle decaying into a final state that includes a pair of muons of opposite-sign electric charge, using proton-proton collision data collected at √ s = 13 TeV by the ATLAS detector at the Large Hadron Collider corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 32.9 fb −1 . No significant excess over the Standard Model expectation is observed. Limits at 95% confidence level on the lifetime of the long-lived particle are presented in models of new phenomena including gauge-mediated supersymmetry or decay of the Higgs boson, H, to a pair of dark photons, Z D . Lifetimes in the range cτ = 1-2400 cm are excluded, depending on the parameters of the model. In the supersymmetric model, the lightest neutralino is the next-to-lightest supersymmetric particle, with a relatively long lifetime due to its weak coupling to the gravitino, the lightest supersymmetric particle. The lifetime limits are determined for very light gravitino mass and various assumptions for the neutralino mass in the range 300 GeV to 1000 GeV. In the dark photon model, the lifetime limits are interpreted as exclusion contours in the plane of the coupling between the Z D and the Standard Model Z boson versus the Z D mass (in the range 20-60 GeV), for various assumptions for the H → Z D Z D branching fraction.
Introduction

BSM signal samples
Monte Carlo simulated samples from two different BSM physics models are used to tune selection criteria and to evaluate signal efficiencies for use in converting signal yields into cross-sections. The chosen models, a general gauge-mediated supersymmetry and dark-sector gauge boson model, represent a variety of BSM physics possibilities, as well as final-state topologies and kinematics, to which the analysis may be sensitive. The two processes are illustrated in Figure 1 . Samples for both models were generated with MadGraph5_aMC@NLO [59] using the NNPDF23LO PDF set [60] and P 8 for parton showering and hadronization. The matrix elements were calculated to next-to-leading order in the strong coupling constant. The EvtGen generator [61] was used for weak decays of heavy-flavor hadrons. The hadronization and underlying-event parameters were set according to the A14 tune [57] .
In R-parity-conserving (RPC) SUSY models where gauge interactions mediate the breaking of the supersymmetry, the gravitinoG acquires its mass from a "super-Higgs" mechanism and may be very light: mG = O (keV). The mass is given by:
where √ F 0 is the fundamental scale of supersymmetry breaking, typically 100 TeV, and M Pl is the Planck scale. Hence, the gravitino is the lightest supersymmetric particle (LSP). All heavier supersymmetric particles decay promptly through cascades leading to the next-to-lightest supersymmetric particle (NLSP), which then decays into the LSP gravitino via an interaction with a 1/F 0 suppression. The NLSP, depending on model choices, is either the lightest slepton or lightest neutralino,χ In the GGM model, a pp interaction creates a pair of gluinos, followed by a cascade of decays leading toχ 0 1 → ZG. A simplified model is used whereby the cascade of decays of SUSY particles is reduced to a single vertex:g → qqχ 0 1 , where q represents any of the quarks lighter than the top quark, with equal probability for each. Six signal samples were generated with mg = 1.1 TeV andχ 0 1 masses and lifetimes given in Table 1 . The signal cross-sections are calculated to next-to-leading order in the strong coupling constant, adding the resummation of soft gluon emission at next-to-leading-logarithm accuracy (NLO+NLL) [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] . The nominal cross-sections and their uncertainties are taken from an envelope of cross-section predictions using different PDF sets and factorization and renormalization scales, as described in Ref.
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A number of BSM theories feature a "hidden" or "dark" sector of matter that does not interact directly with SM particles but may nevertheless interact weakly with SM matter via coupling to the Higgs field. These are "Higgs portal" models that address the dark-matter problem and electroweak baryogenesis. The model considered for this search is one in which there exists a U(1) D symmetry in the dark sector, and the dark vector gauge boson Z D , often called a "dark photon," is given mass via a singlet scalar field H D that breaks the symmetry and is analogous to the Higgs field H in the visible SM sector [3, 69] .
The BSM terms in the Lagrangian density include both a hypercharge portal and a Higgs portal, providing kinetic Z-Z D mixing (i.e. mixing between U(1) Y and U(1) D ) and H-H D mixing, regulated by the small coupling parameters and ζ, respectively. There are two vector-boson mass eigenstates, one that is mostly Z D and another that is mostly SM Z, as well as two scalar mass eigenstates, one that is mostly H D and another that is mostly H. For simplicity, the physical (mass) states are denoted by H, H D , Z and Z D .
In the scenario where the singlet scalar H D is heavier than the SM H boson, which means that the process H → H D H D is kinematically forbidden, and Z D is lighter than half the H mass, events with a displaced dimuon vertex signature would be observable in experiments at the LHC. The Z D bosons are produced on-shell in Higgs boson decays and decay to SM fermions due to their induced couplings to the electroweak current. A small value of ( 10 −5 ) results in a long-lived Z D state: cτ Z D ∝ 1/ 2 . The branching fraction for H → Z D Z D is determined by the value of ζ and the masses of the scalar singlets:
, where values as large as 25% have not yet been ruled out by constraints from Higgs coupling fits [70, 71] . For 1, the Z D branching fraction to muons, B (Z D → µ + µ − ), is independent of but varies with m Z D [69] : from a value of 0.1475 for m Z D = 20 GeV to a value of 0.1066 for m Z D = 60 GeV. Five signal samples were generated with Z D masses and lifetimes given in Table 2 . The Higgs boson is produced via the gluon-gluon fusion process, assuming a cross-section of 44.1 pb, calculated at next-to-next-to-leading order in the strong coupling constant, adding the resummation of soft gluon emission at next-to-nextto-leading-logarithmic accuracy [72] . The inclusion of other production processes was found to have a negligible impact on the analysis. The signal samples were generated with only a few different choices of lifetime for the LLP: cτ gen = 50, 100 or 500 cm. To obtain distributions corresponding to a different lifetime, cτ new , each event is given a weight. The weight w i assigned to each LLP i is computed as:
where the first factor reweights the exponential decay to a constant distribution and the second factor reweights to the desired lifetime. The quantity t i is the proper decay time of the LLP. The event-level weight is the product of the weights for the two LLPs in each event. The event-level signal efficiency is then the sum of weights for all events for which at least one reconstructed dimuon vertex satisfies the selection criteria, divided by the total number of events generated. This scheme ensures that any dependence of the efficiency on the decay time of both LLPs in the event, and not just the one decaying to a dimuon final state, is properly taken into account for each choice of cτ new .
The lifetime reweighting technique is validated by using a signal sample of a given cτ gen to predict the efficiency for a different lifetime and comparing with the value directly obtained from a sample generated with that lifetime.
SM background samples
The MC simulations of background processes are used only as a guide for some of the selection criteria and for categorization of the types of background, while the background yield itself is predicted from techniques that use solely the data. The MC generators, hadronization and showering software packages, underlying-event simulation and choice of parton distribution functions are summarized in Table 3 . Further details about the generator settings used for these processes can also be found in Refs. [73] [74] [75] [76] [77] . Each of the simulated background samples is scaled to correspond to an integrated luminosity of 32.9 fb −1 , the size of the data sample.
Event selection, signal efficiencies and background estimate
Candidate signal events are selected by identifying µ + µ − pairs consistent with having been produced in a vertex displaced at least several centimeters from the IP.3 The selection criteria are designed to strongly suppress background from SM processes that produce muons near the IP while efficiently accepting signal events over a wide range of LLP masses, lifetimes and velocities. To retain the greatest possible model independence, minimal requirements are placed on other aspects of the event.
The initial event selection is performed with a combination of triggers that require either the presence of a muon candidate or large missing transverse momentum, whose magnitude is denoted E miss T . Next, offline selection criteria are used to first identify suitable muon candidates, and then pairs of muons of opposite charge consistent with a DV. The backgrounds from all SM beam-collision and non-beam-collision processes (cosmic-ray muons or beam-halo particles) are estimated directly from the data. Finally, the number of vertices expected from background processes is compared with the observed number of vertices in data in two signal regions, distinguished by the dimuon invariant mass.
Trigger requirements
Events must satisfy the requirements of at least one of four different triggers in order to achieve the best possible efficiency for a wide variety of signal topologies and kinematics. The triggers used and their descriptions are given in Table 4 . The first two triggers are highly efficient for signals with high-mass states that feature muons with large transverse momentum and large transverse impact parameters, d 0 , such as the GGM model, while the final two allow efficient selection of signals featuring low-mass states, and therefore lower-p T muons (e.g. the dark-sector model). All three of the muon triggers use only measurements in the MS to identify muons. The thresholds for the E miss T and collimated-dimuon triggers changed during the course of 2016 data taking. To account for these changes, the highest available threshold for each trigger is used and offline requirements are imposed corresponding to the thresholds listed in the table. Moreover, additional stricter requirements are imposed on the corresponding offline quantity in order to ensure that the trigger efficiency falls on the efficiency plateau.
For signal events with displaced dimuon vertices, the single-muon trigger efficiency falls off approximately linearly with |d 0 |, from a maximum of about 70% at 0 cm to approximately 10% at the fiducial limit of 400 cm, due to requirements that favor muon candidates that originate close to the IP. The calorimeterbased E miss T trigger is employed to recover some signal efficiency. As muons leave little energy in the calorimeter and the E miss T at the trigger level is computed only using the calorimeter signals, the E miss T trigger is an effective muon trigger.
The collimated-dimuon trigger is based on reconstruction of muon tracks with low p T thresholds. The large rates associated with the low p T thresholds are offset by requiring two muons in the MS that are within a cone of size ∆R = 0.5. The efficiency of this trigger for a given signal model is strongly dependent on the magnitude of the boost of the particle decaying to the dimuon final state, as this determines the likelihood of the two muons being found within a cone of size ∆R = 0.5. The trimuon trigger increases the efficiency for selecting events with particles that have a relatively large branching fraction to muons, as is the case of the Z D in the signal model explored in this article.
Offline reconstruction and preselection
Interaction vertices from the pp collisions are reconstructed from at least two tracks with p T larger than 400 MeV that are consistent with originating from the beam-collision region in the x-y plane. Selected events are required to have at least one reconstructed interaction vertex.
Jet candidates are reconstructed from topological clusters [87] , built from energy deposits in the calorimeters calibrated to the electromagnetic scale, using the anti-k t algorithm [88] with radius parameter R = 0.4. The reconstructed jets are calibrated to the hadronic energy scale by scaling their four-momenta to the particle level [89] . The jets are required to have p T > 20 GeV and |η| < 4.4. If a jet in an event fails the 'Loose' jet-quality requirements of Ref. [90] , the event is vetoed in order to suppress detector noise and non-collision backgrounds [90, 91] . To reduce the contamination due to jets originating from pileup interactions, an additional requirement on the Jet Vertex Tagger [92] output is made for jets with p T < 60 GeV and |η| < 2.4.
The muon reconstruction algorithm [93] starts by finding tracks in the MS, denoted MS tracks, and extrapolating their trajectories towards the IP. All MS track parameters are expressed at the point of closest approach to the IP and their uncertainties reflect the effects of multiple Coulomb scattering in the detector material. Although the highest track reconstruction efficiency is obtained for muons originating near the IP, appreciable efficiency is obtained for muons with transverse impact parameters as large as 200 cm. In order to optimize the resolution of the track parameters, the following criteria are imposed. The MS tracks are required to have transverse momentum greater than 10 GeV, |η| < 2.5, measurements in each of the three layers of both the precision and trigger chambers, an uncertainty in the d 0 measurement less than 20 cm and to not traverse regions of the MS that are poorly aligned.
Interactions between beam protons and beam collimators upstream of the IP are a source of highmomentum muons, denoted beam-induced-background (BIB) muons, that can enter the ATLAS detector nearly parallel to the beam axis. Most MS tracks generated by this process are identified and rejected with the method described in Ref.
[91] and results in a negligible reduction in signal efficiency.
Track reconstruction is performed independently in the ID, and an attempt is made to match each MS track with an ID track. The two matched tracks are then used as input to a combined fit that takes into account all of the ID and MS measurements, the energy loss in the calorimeter and multiple-scattering effects. During the fit, additional MS measurements may be added to or removed from the track to improve the fit quality. The ID track is required to be within the ID acceptance, |η| < 2.5, to have transverse momentum greater than 400 MeV, to have a minimum number of hits in each ID subsystem and to have |d 0 | < 1 cm. Hence, these combined-muon candidates correspond to muons produced within ∼ 1 cm of the x-y position of the IP.
To suppress background from misidentified jets as well as from hadron decays to muons inside jets, all muon candidates are required to have at least a minimum angular separation from all jets (muon-jet overlap removal) and to satisfy track-based isolation criteria. Muon-jet overlap removal is accomplished by requiring that ∆R µ−jet > min 0.4, 0.04 + 10 GeV/p µ T for all jets in the event, where ∆R µ−jet is the angular separation between the muon candidate and the jet in consideration. The track-based isolation quantity I ID ∆R=0.4 is defined as the ratio of the scalar sum of p T of all ID tracks matched to the primary vertex, and with p T > 0.5 GeV within a cone of size ∆R = 0.4 around the muon candidate, to the muon p T . To remove the contribution of the ID track forming the muon candidate (if it exists), the ID track that is nearest to and within ∆R = 0.1 of the muon candidate and has a p T within 10% of the MS-track p T is not used in the sum. Muon candidates are required to have I ID ∆R=0.4 < 0.05. The muon-jet overlap and isolation requirements are removed in defining control regions used to study backgrounds described in Section 4.6.
Muon candidates that trigger in a small set of resistive-plate chambers that can have timing jitter are rejected. This amounts to no more than 0.3% of selected muon candidates, which has a negligible effect on the signal acceptance.
To distinguish between muon candidates that originate from prompt and non-prompt decays, the following classification of MS tracks is used. Those for which a successful ID-MS combination has been made, defined by the requirement that the angular distance between the MS track and nearest combined-muon track is less than 0.1, are referred to as "MScomb" muon candidates and the rest are referred to as "MSonly" muon candidates, as summarized in Table 5 . The large majority of MS tracks are MScomb, which reflects the fact that most muons are produced very close to the IP.
Selection of dimuon vertices
The selection criteria described below are used to define a sample of dimuon vertices (preselection) to which additional criteria are applied to form signal regions (SRs) in which data are compared to background estimates, and control regions (CRs) which are used to provide those background estimates.
Within each event, all possible pairs of muon candidates, both MScomb and MSonly, are formed. For each pair, the muon candidate with the largest p T is designated the "leading" muon, while the other is designated the "subleading" muon. An algorithm which assumes a straight-line extrapolation of the muon trajectory from the MS inner surface towards the IP is used to determine whether or not the two muons are consistent with originating from a common vertex. The midpoint between the points of closest approach along the trajectories of the two muon candidates is taken to be the three-dimensional location of the vertex. This simple approach is sufficient for the purposes of this analysis, as the location of the putative dimuon vertex is only used in defining the geometrical acceptance of the analysis. The decay length L vtx and projections onto the x-y plane and z-axis, r vtx and z vtx respectively, are measured relative to the IP. It is convenient to sign the vertex radius r vtx according to the following definition. If the angle between the projections in the x-y plane of the vertex momentum vector (the dimuon momentum vector) and the "flight direction" (the vector connecting the IP with the displaced dimuon vertex) is less than π/2 then it is assigned a positive value, otherwise it is assigned a negative value. When the LLP decays exclusively into a pair of muons or there is a small mass difference between the LLP and the dimuon state, the two vectors are typically closely aligned and the signed r vtx more often has a positive value. Examples are the dark-sector model and the GGM model for cases where there is a relatively small mass difference between theχ Vertices are selected as follows. To reduce combinatorial background from random track crossings, the distance of closest approach between the two straight-line extrapolations is required to be less than 20 cm. As the vertex position is poorly measured for tracks that are nearly parallel to each other, vertices for which the opening angle of the muon pair is less than 0.1 are rejected. Vertices are required to be within the cylindrical fiducial volume |r vtx | < 400 cm and |z vtx | < 600 cm. Background from muons with relatively low momentum in multijet events, as well as Υ decays to dimuons, is reduced by requiring that the dimuon invariant mass, m µµ , be larger than 15 GeV. The ability to determine the spatial location of the vertex varies with the p T of the muons in the vertex and the opening angle between them. The average resolutions of r vtx and z vtx are in the range of 2-3 cm. Cosmic-ray muons that pass through the detector in time with a pp collision are sometimes reconstructed as two separate MS tracks that have an opening angle of π: ∆φ = π and Ση = 0, where ∆φ is the difference in φ between the two MS tracks and Ση is the sum of their η values. Vertices formed by such MS tracks are effectively eliminated by requiring
Backgrounds that contribute to the preselection sample include SM proton-proton collision processes as well as events with muons that are not associated with the pp collision (e.g. cosmic-ray muons). The dominant contributions to the former are low-mass Drell-Yan and Z + jets processes, collectively referred to simply as DY. At small values of m µµ , dimuon vertices from multijet processes are also substantial. Dimuon vertices reconstructed in tt and single-top events make small contributions, while W + jets and diboson processes are found to be negligibly small backgrounds.
Distributions of m µµ and signed r vtx for opposite-charge and same-charge (SS) dimuon vertices satisfying the preselection criteria are shown in Figure 2 . Also shown are the expected contributions from the background processes discussed above. Due to the limited number of simulated multijet events, this source of background is not included in the MC distributions. Its relative contribution is expected to be dominant for SS pairs and most pronounced for OS ones at small values of m µµ , as determined from studies of events where the muon-jet overlap and muon isolation requirements are inverted, and this is the dominant source of difference between the data and MC distributions in those regions of Figure 2 .
The preselected dimuon vertices are divided into two regions to be used in searches for low-and high-mass signal models, which are summarized in Table 6 . To further suppress the DY background in the high-mass region, where Z + jets production dominates, and improve the search sensitivity, the transverse boost of the dimuon pair, defined as the ratio of the transverse momentum of the dimuon system to its invariant mass, is required to be larger than two. This reduces the DY background by approximately a factor of 20, with a small reduction in the signal efficiencies, where the decay of a heavy BSM particle produces the dimuon state (a Z boson in the GGM model) with a relatively large boost.
The next sections describe the SR and CR selection criteria based on the designation of muon candidates as MScomb or MSonly.
Signal regions and signal efficiency
Signal is characterized by vertices where both muon candidates are MSonly. This requirement unavoidably leads to a reduction in efficiency for decays close to the IP. Displaced-vertex analyses that make use of ID tracks [22] effectively recover such signal events. Two orthogonal signal regions are used to increase the sensitivity to low-and high-mass signal models, SR low and SR high , respectively. The two regions are summarized in Table 6 . For both SRs, the muons are required to have opposite charge. The product of acceptance and reconstruction efficiency determined from simulated signal events is shown in Figure 3 as a function of generated L vtx and leading muon d 0 , for the GGM model and for the dark-sector model. The lower efficiency observed for small L vtx or small |d 0 | (more apparent in the Z D models) is due to the veto on MScomb muons, while the loss at large values reflects the lower MS reconstruction efficiency for tracks with trajectories that do not extrapolate back to a region close to the IP. The value of L vtx where maximum efficiency is achieved is different for each choice of Z D mass due to the large differences in boost.
The total event-level efficiencies, including trigger and offline selection criteria, as functions of the lifetime of the LLP, are shown in Figure 4 and maximum values are in the cτ region 20-50 cm. The reweighted samples, as described in Section 3, are used to estimate the efficiencies for values of the lifetime which were not used in generating the simulated samples. This event-level efficiency is defined as the fraction of generated events that are selected and have at least one dimuon DV.
Distributions of m µµ and signed r vtx for signal vertices in simulated events, for both SR high and SR low , are displayed in Figure 5 . The vertex properties are computed using the parameters of the reconstructed MS tracks and the distributions are normalized to the expected yields in the signal regions.
Control regions and background estimation
Dimuon vertices are categorized as described in Table 7 . The observed yields of same-charge dimuon vertices in all four regions A, B, C and D are used to estimate the background yields in the SRs due to muons produced more than about a centimeter from the IP, referred to as non-prompt muons. The observed yields in the opposite-charge B, C and D CRs are used to predict the background yield from SM processes that produce prompt muons (those produced within about a centimeter of the IP) in the SRs (opposite-charge dimuon vertices in region A). Muons from decays of hadrons containing b and c quarks are, within the context of this analysis, considered to be prompt muons.
Non-prompt muon vertices
Non-prompt muons are those for which no matching ID track is expected. Examples of such sources of background non-prompt muons are cosmic-ray muons, BIB muons, fake MS tracks generated from random hit combinations, and those arising from pion or kaon decay. Cosmic-ray and BIB muons will usually not produce ID tracks, as they rarely pass close enough to the IP to produce an ID track that satisfies the track reconstruction criteria, in particular the |d 0 | < 1 cm requirement. As a result, they produce mostly MSonly muon candidates. As described in Section 4.2, dimuon vertices reconstructed from a single cosmic-ray or BIB muon that generates two MS tracks are effectively eliminated in the preselection by taking advantage of the fact that the angle between the two tracks will be nearly 180 • . On the other hand, vertices formed when a single MS track from a cosmic-ray or BIB muon is paired with an unrelated muon candidate produced from the pp collision will satisfy these selection criteria and more readily contribute to the background.
Pions and kaons have relatively large lifetimes and feature large branching fractions to final states with one muon. Such decays often result in either no ID track being reconstructed, due to the requirement of at least a minimum number of ID hits, or the ID track of the pion/kaon failing to be matched to the muon MS track. In both of these two cases, a MSonly muon candidate will be produced.
Vertices that contain one or more non-prompt muons are referred to as "non-prompt vertices." If the vertex contains a cosmic-ray or BIB muon paired with an unrelated muon candidate, the charges of the two MS tracks will be largely uncorrelated. However, some charge correlation is expected in vertices containing muons from pion/kaon decay, because the pion/kaon is produced from the same pp collision that produces the other muon in the vertex. For the latter, the charge correlation is studied by measuring the ratio of OS to SS dimuon vertices, R π/K q , in the data. As muons from pion/kaon decay are not expected to be isolated from jets, the quantity R π/K q is measured in a sample of dimuon vertices where the selection criteria are those of the preselection, except that the jet-muon overlap and isolation requirements are removed for both muons. The value ranges from 1.39 ± 0.09 to 1.55 ± 0.03, depending on the region (A, B, C or D). As no statistical difference in R π/K q is observed for the low-and high-mass regions, a single value is used for both regions. For dimuon vertices composed of BIB or cosmic-ray muons, the muon charges are assumed to be entirely uncorrelated: R cos/BIB q = 1.0.
Since the relative composition of the non-prompt dimuon background is unknown, the average of R π/K q and R cos/BIB q is assumed as the nominal value, R q , with an uncertainty that is half the difference between the two values; this is shown in Table 8 (R q = 1.24 ± 0.24 for the SRs).
The numbers of OS non-prompt vertices in the regions A, B, C and D are predicted using the number of SS vertices in each region and the appropriate R q , as described above:
is the number of SS vertices observed in region i (i =A, B, C or D) and R q,i is the charge ratio for region i.
The predicted yields of non-prompt dimuon vertices for both SRs are given in Table 8 , where the uncertainty in R q is treated as a systematic uncertainty added in quadrature to the statistical uncertainties. 
Prompt muon vertices
The number of dimuon vertices in each of the SRs arising from prompt muon processes is estimated from the observed yields in the OS low-mass and high-mass B, C and D control regions. Sources of such background in the SRs include SM processes that produce prompt muons that are reconstructed as MSonly due to detector or reconstruction effects, such as ID inefficiencies, or poorly reconstructed combined muons, collectively described as failed combined muon reconstruction.
To avoid double-counting of dimuons from non-prompt processes, the estimated number of non-prompt OS vertices in each region is subtracted: is the estimated number of OS vertices from prompt processes with muon candidates that pass the combined reconstruction and are both identified as being MScomb. With these definitions, the leading and subleading "transfer factors" are defined as follows:
The leading transfer factor multiplied by N prompt C , or, alternatively, the subleading transfer factor multiplied by N prompt B , thus gives for prompt muon processes the predicted number of OS vertices in region A, the SRs in this case:
The yields in the various regions are summarized in Table 9 . The vertices in all CRs are used to verify that the designation of one of the MS tracks in the vertex as MScomb or MSonly is independent of the designation of the other as MScomb or MSonly (the measured correlation is negligibly small, < 0.0015). The predicted number of vertices from prompt background processes in the low-and high-mass SRs are 0.14 ± 0.22 and 0.504 ± 0.070, respectively, where the uncertainties are statistical only. As a cross-check, the B, C and D control regions are subdivided into bins of either muon p T or muon η and φ, and the transfer factors and predictions of N prompt in the SRs are recomputed. For both the low-mass and high-mass selection, the sum over the predicted prompt background yields in each bin is consistent with the nominal value.
Total background
The predicted number of non-prompt muon vertices is summed with the predicted number of prompt muon vertices from SM background processes to give the predicted total number of background vertices The reliability of the background estimation method is validated by applying it to both the sum of the simulated background samples and to a high-mass validation region in the data. The predicted number of dimuon vertices in the simulated sample agrees with the number of observed vertices, to within the statistical precision, in both the low-and high-mass signal regions. As the simulated samples do not include multijet processes or cosmic muon backgrounds, this is primarily a validation of the technique to estimate the background from prompt dimuon vertices. The validation region in data comprises dimuon vertices that satisfy all of the selection criteria of the high-mass region, with the exception that the requirement on the transverse boost of the dimuon system is inverted: it is required to have a value less than two, which ensures that there is negligible contribution from signal processes. The results are given in Table 10 . These two studies validate the method within the statistical precision.
Systematic uncertainties
The systematic uncertainties are described in detail below. They include those in: the integrated luminosity, used in converting signal yields to cross-sections; the background estimate, derived entirely from the data; and the signal efficiency, determined from MC simulations. All systematic uncertainties are treated as uncorrelated.
The uncertainty in the 2016 integrated luminosity is 2.2%. It is derived, following a methodology similar to that detailed in Ref. [94] , from a preliminary calibration of the luminosity scale using x-y beam-separation scans performed in May 2016.
Sources of systematic uncertainties in the signal efficiencies include possible mismodeling of the trigger and MS efficiencies and pileup effects in the MC simulation. For the high-mass SR, the uncertainty associated with trigger and MS track reconstruction efficiency is determined by comparing the observed yields in the data with MC simulation of Z + jets events, using the selection criteria of the OS B, C and D control regions and the additional requirement 70 < m µµ < 110 GeV. The difference between the yields in data and the simulated background samples is used to assign a systematic uncertainty of 1% to the combined trigger and MS track-reconstruction efficiency. For the low-mass SR, the efficiency of the trigger and MS track reconstruction is compared between MC simulation and data for J/ψ → µµ events, using a tag-and-probe technique. The efficiency is measured as a function of the angular separation between the two muons, and a maximum deviation of 6% is observed. This difference is taken as an uncertainty in the signal efficiency. The agreement between data and MC simulation for the reconstruction efficiency for MS tracks with large impact parameters was studied by comparing a cosmic-ray muon simulation to cosmic-ray muon candidates in data [22] . Comparing the ratio of the muon candidate d 0 distributions in the two samples yields a d 0 -dependent efficiency correction that is between 1% and 2.5%, with an average value of 1.5%. The systematic uncertainty on MS track reconstruction associated with this procedure is taken from the statistical uncertainty, and is 2% per track in the vertices.
The systematic uncertainty from pileup effects is determined by varying the pileup reweighting of simulated signal events in a manner that spans the expected uncertainty. This results in a systematic uncertainty of 0.2% in the signal efficiency.
The methods used to estimate the background are entirely data-driven, with statistical uncertainties arising from the numbers of events in the CRs. The non-prompt-vertex background estimate for both signal regions has a systematic uncertainty of 19% associated with knowledge of the charge correlation R q , as described in Section 4.6. Systematic uncertainties in the estimate of the prompt background are determined by varying the quantity that distinguishes MScomb from MSonly muons, the angular distance between the MS track and nearest combined-muon track, by ±50% and repeating the ABCD technique described in Section 4.7. A 9% difference in the prompt background estimate is observed, and this is taken as a systematic uncertainty.
Results
The predicted number of non-prompt muon vertices is summed with the predicted number of prompt muon vertices from SM background processes to give the predicted total number of background vertices, N bkgd , in each SR. The predicted background yields, along with the number of observed vertices in the data, are summarized in Table 11 . The distributions of m µµ and r vtx are shown in Figure 6 for the observed vertices in the two signal regions. Each dimuon vertex is in a separate event, and therefore the number of events observed is equivalent to the number of vertices. The dimuon vertex with the highest mass has m µµ = 381 GeV, r vtx = −220 cm and z vtx = 99 cm. Close inspection of the event reveals characteristics of being cosmic in origin. The observation of one such dimuon vertex in SR high is consistent, within the uncertainties, with the non-prompt background estimate of N non-prompt = 0.0 +1. 4 −0.0 . The other vertex in SR high has a mass compatible with the decay of the SM Z. Figure 6 : Distributions of (a) dimuon invariant mass m µµ and (b) vertex radius r vtx for displaced dimuon vertices in the low-mass (black circles) and high-mass (red squares) signal regions.
As no significant excess of vertices over the SM background expectation is observed, 95% confidencelevel (CL) upper limits on the signal event yields and production cross-sections are calculated for various values of the proper decay distance cτ of the long-lived particle in each of the two BSM scenarios considered. 4 The limits are calculated using the CL S prescription [95] with a Poisson likelihood used as the test statistic. Uncertainties in the signal efficiency and background expectation are included as nuisance parameters, and the CL S values are calculated by generating ensembles of pseudo-experiments corresponding to the background-only and signal-plus-background hypotheses. Both the expected and observed limits are shown in Figure 7 for the GGM model, and in Figure 8 for the dark-sector model, where SR high is used for the GGM model and SR low is used for the dark-sector model. In the GGM model with a gluino mass of 1100 GeV andχ 
Conclusion
This article reports on a search for BSM long-lived particles decaying into two muons of opposite-sign electric charge in a sample of pp collisions recorded by the ATLAS detector at the LHC with a centerof-mass energy of √ s = 13 TeV and an integrated luminosity of 32.9 fb −1 . The search is performed by identifying dimuon vertices with displacements from the pp interaction point in the range of 1-400 cm and having invariant mass m µµ within one of two signal regions: 20-60 GeV or > 60 GeV. In neither signal region is a significant excess observed in the number of vertices relative to the predicted background. Hence upper limits at 95% confidence level on the product of cross-section and branching fraction are calculated, as a function of lifetime, for production of long-lived particles in either a dark-sector model with dark-photon masses in the range 20-60 GeV, produced from decays of the Higgs boson, or in a general gauge-mediated supersymmetric model with a gluino mass of 1100 GeV and neutralino masses in the range 300-1000 GeV. For the models considered, the lower and upper lifetime limits are set from 1 to 2400 cm in cτ, respectively, depending on the targeted model's parameters.
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